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Preface
XOOPS is an open-source web content management system, written in PHP. It
allows site administrators to easily create dynamic websites with great content and
many outstanding features, with a minimum of coding. It's great for creating small to
large dynamic community websites, intra-company portals, and much more. It has a
large, enthusiastic, and helpful community of users.
If you want to create a powerful, fully-featured website in no time, this book is just
for you. This book will help you explore XOOPS, putting you in the picture of what
it offers, and how to go about building a site with the system.
You will be introduced to the main components of XOOPS, and learn how to manage
them. You will develop the skills and the confidence to manage all types of content
on the site, and also understand how users interact with the site. As you find your
way round, your own ideas for what you need in your new website will begin to
crystallize around what you can see about the capabilities and flexibility of XOOPS.

What This Book Covers

The book begins with an overview of XOOPS, its history, and its community.
Chapter 2 shows you how to set up a local development environment for running
XOOPS, and also what needs to be done before you can install XOOPS to have a live,
public-facing, website. Once your development environment is set up, the chapter
shows you how to get XOOPS installed and working.
Chapter 3 takes you through the basic configuration of your XOOPS installation, to
get all the site details correct, and make sure your site is hooked up to a mail server
for important notifications.
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Chapter 4 covers many of the administration tasks that you will perform while
managing your site. You will see how to manage users and groups, add and
activate new modules, add and position blocks, and manage banners and images
among other things.
Chapter 5 introduces XOOPS themes, which control the look and feel of your site. You
will see what a theme is, and how to install and modify an existing XOOPS theme to
customize it to your needs. You will also get started with creating a
brand-new XOOPS theme.
There are many modules available for extending the functionality of XOOPS. In
Chapter 6, we cover a number of the most popular modules available from the
XOOPS website, and explore their installation and use. We will look at modules for
tasks like handling news, calendars, creating an image gallery and a forum, and also
adding a sitemap to your site to improve its accessibility to search engines.
Chapter 7 demonstrates the use of the IntranetPack, a free package available from
www.xoops.org. This package contains some commonly used modules that can be
used to put together a company portal. The chapter will walk you through each of
these modules to give you a working intranet.

Conventions

In this book, you will find a number of styles of text that distinguish between
different kinds of information. Here are some examples of these styles, and an
explanation of their meaning.
There are three styles for code. Code words in text are shown as follows: "The header
and footer sections can be changed using the main theme.html and style.css files."
A block of code will be set as follows:
<ul id="nav">
<li class="first"><a href="<{$xoops_url}>/">Home</a></li>
<li><a href="<{$xoops_url}>/modules/mydownloads/">Files</a></li>
<li><a href="<{$xoops_url}>/modules/xoopsfaq/">FAQ</a></li>
<li><a href="<{$xoops_url}>/modules/contact/">Contact Us</a></li>
<li class="last"><a href="<{$xoops_url}>/modules/newbb/">Forums</
a></li>
</ul>

[]
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When we wish to draw your attention to a particular part of a code block, the
relevant lines or items will be made bold:
<tr>
<td><img src="<{$xoops_imageurl}>/images/na_l.png" alt="" /></td>
<td class="obNavWidth" ><a href="<{$xoops_url}>/">HOME</a></td>
<td width="22" ><img src=
"<{$xoops_imageurl}>/images/na_l.png" alt="" /></td>
<td class="obNavWidth" >
<a href="<{$xoops_url}>/modules/mydownloads/">DOWNLOADS</a></td>
<td width="22" ><img src=
"<{$xoops_imageurl}>/images/na_l.png" alt="" /></td>

New terms and important words are introduced in a bold-type font. Words that you
see on the screen, in menus or dialog boxes for example, appear in our text like this:
"Click on the link for English under Languages on the left-hand side of the page."

Warnings or important notes appear in a box like this.

Tips and tricks appear like this.

Reader Feedback

Feedback from our readers is always welcome. Let us know what you think about
this book, what you liked or may have disliked. Reader feedback is important for us
to develop titles that you really get the most out of.
To send us general feedback, simply drop an email to feedback@packtpub.com,
making sure to mention the book title in the subject of your message.
If there is a book that you need and would like to see us publish, please send
us a note in the SUGGEST A TITLE form on www.packtpub.com or
email suggest@packtpub.com.
If there is a topic that you have expertise in and you are interested in either writing
or contributing to a book, see our author guide on www.packtpub.com/authors.
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Customer Support

Now that you are the proud owner of a Packt book, we have a number of things to
help you to get the most from your purchase.

Errata

Although we have taken every care to ensure the accuracy of our contents, mistakes
do happen. If you find a mistake in one of our books—maybe a mistake in text or
code—we would be grateful if you would report this to us. By doing this you can
save other readers from frustration, and help to improve subsequent versions of this
book. If you find any errata, report them by visiting http://www.packtpub.com/
support, selecting your book, clicking on the Submit Errata link, and entering the
details of your errata. Once your errata have been verified, your submission will be
accepted and the errata added to the list of existing errata. The existing errata can be
viewed by selecting your title from http://www.packtpub.com/support.

Questions

You can contact us at questions@packtpub.com if you are having a problem with
some aspect of the book, and we will do our best to address it.
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Overview of XOOPS
Before you can learn to use XOOPS, you need to know what it is, why you should
use it, and what the future holds for this CMS (content management system).

What is XOOPS?

Before we delve into XOOPS, let's ask a related question: what is a web-based
content management system (or CMS)? Such a system is available to anyone with
sufficient permission to access it over the Internet using just a web browser. And, this
kind of system allows us to manage websites and web content such as text, images,
sounds, videos, and animations. There is a wide array of content management
systems, each hoping to fill some special need. The market is fragmented, and there
seems to be little in the way of standards in the way content is served or managed.
There are many open-source solutions and almost as many proprietary commercial
solutions. However, a few of these systems stand out above the rest; XOOPS is one
such open-source content management system.
So, why do you need a web content management system? One of the biggest
advantages of using such a system is that it allows collaborative management of
content. In other words, content can be added and changed by many different
people, and granular permissions can be assigned to limit who can change and
manage which content.
This book will show you how to use some common features of the XOOPS content
management system. XOOPS is a fairly easy-to-use system and we will provide a
tutorial‑type introduction to it.
In terms of the technology used, XOOPS is a set of programs written in PHP.
Together, these programs allow you to manage content (such as text, images, audio,
or video), which is stored on a web server, using a web browser.

Overview of XOOPS

A more formal definition of XOOPS, from the Wikipedia
(http://en.wikipedia.org), is:
"XOOPS is a content management system that allows administrators to easily create
dynamic websites. It is a tool for developing small to large dynamic community
websites. It is written in PHP and interfaces with a database such as MySQL."
What this means is that you can share your information with other employees, friends,
and prospective buyers. The medium for sharing this information is the Internet.
XOOPS is released under the GNU General Public License (GPL), which gives you
the right to use it freely, to modify it to suit your needs and then to redistribute it
under the terms of the GPL. XOOPS is pronounced as "zoo'ps".
The name XOOPS is an acronym of "eXtensible Object-Oriented Portal System".
The word "portal" hints at the original intent of the software as a portal system, but
XOOPS is striving to meet the ideals of a true content management system.
The XOOPS Foundation is the umbrella group under which XOOPS is developed
and maintained, and under which a number of teams are managed. Some of these
teams are the following:
•

Core Development Team, responsible for the maintenance and further
development of the XOOPS core code.

•

Module Development Team, responsible for the maintenance and further
development of the XOOPS official modules that come with the full package.

•

Theme Design Team, responsible for running and supporting Theme Design
and development for the XOOPS system.

•

QA (Quality Assurance) Team, responsible for quality-assurance testing
of modules.

•

Documentation Team, responsible for the preparation and addition of
introductory manuals, reference guides, tutorials, and technical documents.

•

Marketing and Communications Team, responsible for external marketing,
communications, and visibility of XOOPS.

•

Support-Forum Moderation Team, responsible for helping the XOOPS
community and new users solve common problems by ensuring that each
issue reaches the appropriate team.

•

XOOPS Core Team, comprising team leaders of all the other teams, which
is responsible for the "Big Picture", ensuring that the work of all the teams
comes together to make XOOPS a more cohesive product.
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Why XOOPS?

If you take a quick look at the popular "try before you use" website
www.opensourcecms.com (where you can test-drive a CMS before you install it
to manage your own website), you will notice that many open-source content
management systems exist. It is interesting to know what sets XOOPS apart from the
others. Let us first see what other CMS software is available that is comparable to
XOOPS. The following table illustrates this:
CMS

License

Drupal

GPL

URL
www.drupal.org

Joomla

GPL

www.joomla.org

Typo3

GPL

www.typo3.org

XOOPS is comparable with these systems, but the combination of ease of use and
the number of applications or plug-in modules available for it make it a compelling
choice. In addition, XOOPS provides a complete development API (Application
Programming Interface) for anyone wanting to extend the functionality of the base
system. XOOPS has multi-language support, site-wide search, and built-in support
for banner advertising. There are even some e-commerce modules available if you
wish to create an online store.
There are some really good reasons to use XOOPS, such as:
•

Ease of installation. The web-based installation is quick and painless.

•

Simple web-based administration of users and the website interface.

•

Multiple output formats, such as RSS feeds, which allow users to check for
new content on your site without having to open up a web browser.

•

Workflow is supported by modules that have a submit, review, and
approve process.

•

Enterprise-level user authentication is supported using LDAP.

Want to take your corporate data online? Want to start a business online? Want to
share your family photos with relatives scattered around the world? Want to share
information on your hobbies? Want to collaborate on projects with other like-minded
people but they are too far away for you to meet in person?
XOOPS allows you to do all of the above, and much more. If you are willing to learn
to program using PHP, then what you can do with XOOPS is limited only by your
imagination. However, you do not need to know PHP in order to manage your web
content; but a little knowledge of HTML would be handy.
[]
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Is XOOPS right for you? There are many CMS and blogging systems that are freely
available. What you need to consider is the purpose of your website. XOOPS is for
you if you want:
•

A portal, a collaboration and feedback website, static and dynamic
information sharing.

•

Plug-in features, such as an upload/download area, a calendar, a polling
area for feedback from users, and an image gallery.

•

Easy personalization of the website, to allow you to change the look and feel
of the website without a lot of work.

•

Presentation of content of different types and technologies.

•

Subscription to information on your website using technologies such as RSS
(Really Simply Syndication) that allows users to consolidate their information
gathering needs in a central location without visiting your website.

•

Easy web-based methods of adding additional features and performing
maintenance of older information.

Following are some example websites that use XOOPS. This shows the variety of
content that can be served by XOOPS.
•

Geek Web Talk, USA: Internet Marketing and Search Engine Optimization
(http://www.geekwebtalk.com).
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•

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan: A bi-lingual campus with
students from over 80 nations (http://www.apu.ac.jp).

•

InBox International, Canada: Web-development services and value-added
expertise (http://inboxinternational.com).
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